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I. Tm HAistorr oF THs Bsroais Luarovaor (Published 
by the University of Calontta), 1920. Price Rs. 5. 
Opincon 

Writes Dr. L. D. Banrett in the J. BR. A. 8., 1928: 

Mr. Masa mdar’a work on account of its learning, vigorous 
style, and bold deviation “from currently accepted dootrine 
deoerves a foller notice than can be eacoorded to it here. 
Opening with a stont denial of Sir G. Grierson’s theory of 
the origin of the Aryan Wegnacnlars, he maintains their 
derivation trom the Vedio Language and erplains their 
variations ae dae to the influence of nop-Aryan speech, 
mainly Dravidian; in partionlar, Bengali, Oriys, end 
Assamese are in his opinion all primarily evolved from one 
and tho came Eastern Migadhi Prakrit, and the fGret two 
bave been influenced in & eecondary degree by Dravidian 
speech... .. To us the most attractive chspters are I-IV, 
on the names of Vanga, and Bingli, ithe geography of 
ancient Bingli with the connected regions, Ganda, Ridhbs, 
and Vange, VI on Bengali phonology, and VI-LX, & fine 
study of accent in Sanskrit and Bengali and of the Bengali 
metrical eystem, which is of special valus es tho author 
himself has won high distinction as s post in his 
native language. On the whole, it may be mid that the 
book fs most stimulating and suggestive, and that it presente 
& remarkable mass of interesting facts relating to modern 
Bengali (p. 443). 

IL Trricar Sazsonoxws reox Onrra LotanartoRs, 3 Vols. 
Published hg, the University of Csloutta. 
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THE 
CHOHAN RULERS OF SONPUR 


Chapter I 


A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF PE PRE~-CHOHAN 
” DAY. 


This brochure relating to the Choban Rolers 
of Delhi-Mainpuri origin, who have been bolding 
their sway over some States in Western Orissa 
since 1400 A. D., is sequel to the work Orissa 
in the Maing, of which tle writer of the following 
pages is the anthor. To clear np the situation 
of the founder or fonnders of Chohan supremacy 
in the Sambalpur Tract at the dawn of tbe {5th 
century A. D., 8o0me notable Listorical fects of 
that ‘locality of the time anterior to 1400 A. D., 
are summerised below from Orissa tn the Making : 

1. The Sambalpur Tract signifies the whole 
ares whioh lies between 19° and 22° north latitude 
and between 82° 39° and 65° east longitude. Itis 
comprised of tlie British District of Sambalpur 
and the States of Bolangir-Patns, Soopur, RBeh- 
rakhol, Bamrs, Raigarh aud Saracgarb. Juet to 
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2 THE CHOHAN BULERS OF SONPUR 


the west of this area are tlie Districts of Bilaspur 
end Raipur whioh virtually constitute the Chhat- 
tisgarb Divisiov in the Central Provinces. The 
States of Raigarh aud Sarangarh as well as a big 
wostern slice of the District of Sambelpur have 
ceased to form now a part of the Sambalpnr 
Tract since October, 1905 ; this clippiug of the 
Sambeslpur Area Dade British Government for 
administrative conveuience will be wholly ignor- 
ed in speaking of the Sambalpnr Tract of 
Ancient time. Again, tbe District of Raipur will 
signify the whole area now covered by the 
Districts of Baipnr and Drug in the Central 
Provinces. The term Chhattisgarh will be used 
to imply tbe District of Bilaspur and the wlole 
of the District of Raipur as indicated shove. 

¢. Leaving aside the history of the earlier 
days it may be asserted with some degree of 
certainty that by about the 7th century A. D. 
the kivgdom of Daskgivae Koésala was comprised 
of Ohhattisgarh and the Sambalpur Tract. 
From the early part of the 6th centnry A. D. to 
about tbe middle of the 9th century A. D. the 
whole of this Kodsla Empire was under the rule 
of a dynasty of Soma-vam{i Rajas. Io a regular 
order of succession we tthe names of Udayaoa, 
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Judrabala, Navone Deva, Tivara Deva, Harte 
Gupta, and Béltrjuna of this dynasty who ruled 
Kosala by making Sirpur in the District of 
Baipur their capital. 

8. The sons and successors of Bilfrjuna 
(MahSéiva) were ousted from Chhattisgarh by 
some rulers who meade Sarspbpur their bead- 
quarters. Builirjuva’s ecessors made the 
Sambalpur Tract their kingdom and alwaysg 
designated this tract by the name Kofgals, 
though the main trunk of Koéala consisting of 
Clbattisgarh fell in the hands of other rulers. 
The term Kodala occurring in the records of the 
successors of Bilsrjuna signifies the Sambeslpur 
Tract defined above. . 

4. Bil§rjnna'’s great-grandson Janamejaya 
MahbSbbave Gupta added by his conquest to his 
Kosala Kingdom the country of Tri-Kalinga. 
The word Tri-Kalinga has been explained in the 
records of Janamejays end bis son Yaysti to 
signify Utkala (the modern Districts of Balea- 
sore and Cuttack), Kongada alias Odra (the 
whole of the District of Puri), end Kalinga 
comprised of very likely the bulk of the District 
of Ganjam in the Madras Presidency. This 
Janamejays, his son’ Yay&ti and his grandson 
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Bbimearaths, though Emperors of Kosala and 
Orissa, resided principally iv the Kosala Country, 
and the town of Sonpur on tlhe ccnfluence of the 
Mahanadi and the Tel was made the capital of 
the Kosala Country. This fact has made Sonpur, 
the headquarters town of the State of that 
name, very histgrically noted. Janamejaya 
Mahabhava Gupte dbigmpted after his conquest 
of Tri-Kslivga to build a fortified town on the 
left bank of the Mabanadi across the town of 
Cuttack ; the four gates of the plan of that 
unfinished town have given the place the name 
Obhowdwar. 

5. Yayati Mabigive Guopts, eon of Jana- 
mejaya Mahiibbava Gupta, is regarded in the 
Madla Panji chronicles (maintained in the Jagan- 
natbh Temple at Puri) to be tbe first ruler of 
newly-orgavized Orisss consisting of Tri-Kalinga 
and Kosala. This ruler set up & pleasure-garden 
(called &rama in ope of his obarters) on the 
confluence of the Mabanadi and tbe Tel. At tbe 
north-eastern corner of this spot stands to-day 
the Temple of Rimeévars and a grove of mango. 
trees. Yayats eon Bbimasratbs MabhbSbbava 
Gupta terminated his reign very likely by.the 
middle of the 10th century A.D. Defini 
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accounts of the successors of Bhijmarsths who 
built the famons Temple of Krittiviss at Bbu- 
baneshwar are not available. One remote 
successor of these Kosala Rulers named Uddyota 
ruled at Bhubaneshwar es an insignificant roler 
during tbe early years of the 12th century A.D., 
when the Gangas of Mukbaljngam in Ganjam 
became the real lords of oe Uddyota gract- 
ed Kosals to one Abbimanyu and this Abhimanyu 
and bis sncoessor Kumira Somefvara raled in 
Kosala with tleir headquarters at Sonpur, as 
the Kosala Country did not come under the 
suzeraioty of the Ganga Bulers. 

6. When the Gaoga Bulers became lords of 
Orissa by the conquest of Chols Ganga in 1076 
A. D., the Bhevojas of Gumsur and Kimedy 
extended their territory to Baud snd Soppur. 
Tt appears that the north-western open country 
of Baud was st this time included in the Soopur 
State. At the termination of the rule of the two 
dyvoasties of the Bbanjs Balers some Varmans of 
Southern origin came into power in Baud and 
Sonpur till the State of Sonpur was conquered 
by Madan Gopal, the founder of the Choban 
Rule at Sovpur, by sbout 1560. The bulk of the 
Kosa)a Country beyond the State of Sonpaor 
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continued to be without kings from the middle 
of the 12th to the end of the 14th century, and 
Patna, Sambslpur and other States were being 
governed by counocile ‘¢f eight wise men oslled 
the At-mallik Goverawat;: 
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Chapter II 


THE EARLY CHOHAN RULERS 


Tlore is a tradition in the form ot a legend 
of quassi-mythical chsracoter that so early as the 
12th or 18th century A. D., one Humern of the 
family of the Cholinn Rajpués of Mainpuri in the 
United Proviuces came to Patna with bis wife 
wlio was theu enceinte, sod acquired there & 
position of some significauce by his horoio deeds. 
It is also narrated in this legendary account tbat 
the sou of Humeru born in Paina State becsme 
by his mythical powers the chief of the eigbt 
Malliks who had the government of Patna end 
Sambalpur in their hauda acd thus established 
the Chohan Rule in the Kosala Country by being 
installed at Gad-Sambar. This tradition msin- 
tained iv the Ruling Houses of Patna and Son- 
pur was secured by Mr. Impey io 1862 when be 
was the Deputy Commissioner of Sambalpur, 
aud the whole accouut tbus obtained was 
published in tbe Central Provinces Gasetteor in 
1867. The listoricity of this tradition must be 
very critically examined, for it is alwayé unsafe 
to rely upon such accounts. 
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No doubt this tradition is very old, for the 
Bhounslas of Nagpur recognise the Chohan origin 
of tbe Bajas of SambsIpur and Soupur in their 
o cial records of the 18th century, bunt that is 
not by itself eu cient to regard the fact as true. 
When in 1911 tlie anthor of the following pages 
recorded tlhe tradition in his work entitled 
Sonpur in the Sampalpur Tract, be was not 
aware of those facte which prove elmost to a 
demonstration that uw Clhohan Rajput Prince 
of the family of the Listorical Pritbvir8aj of Delhi 
did really establisb a Cloban Rule at Patna to- 
wards the end of the 14th century A.D. 

It bas been recorded in the Oastes and 
Tribes of the Oentral Provinces (published in 
1916) that there is an important section of Raj- 
puts in some villages in tlhe districts of Raipur 
and Bilaspur, who claim to be of Chobsn origin. 
When in April, 1917, thir work of Mr. Russell 
came to the band of the author of this work, be 
set about an enquiry relating to these Cholans 
with the help of some friends of bis residing in 
Chhattisgarb, and the result he bas thos achieved 
has been satisfactory. It may be stated on the 
authority of the record of Mr. Russell that these 
Obobans of Chbattisgarb are all illiterate people 
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and do not occupy any high or respectable 
situation in society. They have been employ- 
ing themselves for generations together as lahonr- 
ers and village watchmen, bat still they ere 
proud enough not to touch any sort of food 
whioh is not offered them by a Brahmin. They 
employ only Brahmin priests to officiste at all 
religious and ceremonial pccasions. They are 
only 700 souls according to the figures of the 
census of 1911 and do not know tliat in the 
Sambalpnr Tract, there are aristooratic Louses 
who may be called to be of their own kin. These 
highly degraded and illiterate Chohbans of back- 
ward Ohbbhbattisgarh villages narrste this story 
that they came to the Chlattisgarlh plains from 
Mainpuri as camp-followers end soldiers of a 
prince of their caate who Lad to leave Mainpuri 
in queat of a new country for bimself, when the 
Patban Mahomedans of Delhi made his sgitua- 
tion very unsafe. This corroboration of: the 
essential portion of the tradition maintained at 
Patnps and Sonpur by such illiterate villagers of 
Chhattisgarh, regarding whom the Butlers of 
Patna and Sonpur bave still no manner of in- 
formation, is of great bistorical value. 

When a3 & legendary aocount the origin of 
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the Sambslpur Chobans wns recorded io the 
Central Provinces Gaselteor in 1867, tbe historian 
did not reject the acconuot very rightly for this 
reagon tlat it could not be possible for the Rulers 
of Patna and Sonpur to name Mainpuri of all 
places of Northern India ss the place of their 
origin if there were no truth iu tbe tr ition. 
The fact is now established heyood doubt tbat 
jt was a Rajput of tbe Mainpuri House of the 
Ohohans who estsblisbed the Ohobau Rule in 
the Sambalpur Tract, but it remains to be 
ascertained as to when exactly this historical 
jnoident touk place. 

The political state of things as has been “de- 
soribed iu Orissa tn the Moakiug relativg to Kosala 
makes it pretty clear that it could nott at all 
prove an casy matter for soy now dynastio rule 
to be established in the Sambalpur Tract pre- 
vious to the middle of the 14th century. We 
examine, however, with the help of known facts 
as to when tbe Ohohans did aotually get'a footing 
in the Sambalpur Teact. The Msbhbarsjas of 
Patna and Sonpur who are their direot descend- 
ante maintain geneal]ogica] tables from the 
earli t raler downwarde. without sny break. 
But the duration of the reign of each ruler 
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has pot been carefully noted, we have to examine 
some facts to establish a fairly accurate chrono- 
logy. 

Wo get in the traditional account referred 
to above that Ram8i Deo, the posthumous 80n 
of Humeru, became the leader of the At-mallik 
Government of the people without a king at 
Patna, and made Gad-Sambear his principal place 
of residence. It is also narrated that this Bamki 
Deo of Obohan origin established his rule with 
the belp of a Binjhal ohief of Bora-Sambar, and 
tbat Binjbal chief was made: a vassal zemindar 
of bis. This man who was thus made a zemin- 
dar with the title Baribs to signify his position 
in the tribal language as the leader of the Bipjbals 
is believed to be the ancestor of the zemindar 
family of Bora-Sambar, and became the first 
Beriha remindar of Bora-Sambar. 

We get iv tbe Nrisimha-Mahatmya the names 


of thirty zemindars from the first Bariha to the 
preseut licider of tlie estate. The genealogical 


table of the Maharaj family of Patna gives us 
the names of 30 chiefs from Bam8i Deo to Maba- 
raja Prithvi Sing Deo who died in January, 1924. 
This period of 80 generations cannot poesibly be 
of greater duration tban 300 years. This takes 
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us back to the end of the 14th or to the begin- 
ning of the 15th century. To be on the safe 
side we may fix 1400 A. D. to be the time when 
the Chohan rule was first established in the 
Patna State. 

Tbe date that has been fixed is not iu couflict 
with what bas been recorded in the Raj families 
regardiug tbe duration of reigns of thé rulers. 
It will also be seen that the subs vent fscte of 
known times will pot militate against the chro- 
nology which Las been tentatively fixed. 

Narasimha Deo, who is said to be the 12th 
Raja of Patna, ceded to his brother Balarim Deo 
the whole of the tract now covered by the 
district of Sambslpuc. If 120 years be assigned 
to the 12 chiefs, Balaram Deo may be considered 
to have become the Ruler of Sambslpur in the 
year 1520. During tbe rule of Balabladra Ski, 
graudson of Balarim Deo, Madan Gopal, second 
son of Baslsbhadrs S8i, acquired the State of 
Soopur very likely by ousting tlhe Varman 
Rulers from the State. The family envals in- 

orm us tbat in consideration of his prowess the 
State of Sonpur was settled upon Madan Gopal 
by bis fatber. 

Mnbaraja Sir Bir Mitrodaya Sing Deo, the 
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present Ruling Chief of Sonppur, trpoes bis 
pedigree through an unbroken line of the Ohoban 
Rajput Rulers who first estsblisbed their sway 
over the whole of the Sambalpur Tract, end is 
the 12th Maharaja of Sonpur. As such the 
middle of the 16th century may be assigned as 
the time when Raje Madan Gopal Sing Deo 
became the founder of s new line of Choban 
Kings at Sonpur. According to this history 
it will be correct to esy that not only 
the State of Patns but also the State of 
Soupuar as well was acquired by the Chohans by 
conquest. 

Tle Ohoban Rulers of Patna became the 
ralers of the whole of the Sambalpur Traot, and 
extended their influence far and wide in the 
billy tracts of Orissa and Gondowans. It bas 
been recorded by Sir Alexander Grant iv his 
Gascttcer of the Central Provinces (Ed. 1867) that 
the Chohan Chiefs of Patns became the head of & 
oluster of 18 forest states known as the ‘“‘Athbirs 
Garj5t.” That the suserainty of the powerfal 
Chohan Chiefs of Patna and Sambalpur was 
scknowledged by the Chiefs of Bamra (previous 
to the rale of the present line of Rulers), 
Gangpur, Bonsai, Rehrakhol, Raigarh, Sarangarh, 
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Biudre-Nowagarh, Sakti, Bora-Seambar, Phual- 
jhar, Baud, Atgarb, Pancbgarb, Mayurbbanj aud 
Koonjhar, las been recorded at page 22 of the 
District Gasectieer of Sambalpur by Mr. L. S. 8. 
O’Malley of the Indian Civil Service. 

The Binjbal Zemindar of Bora-Sambar, who 
helped the first Chohan Chief in bis acquisition 
of tbe State of Patna, was given the privilege of 
makiug tika to the Mabarajas of Patna on tle 
occasion of their accession to the gadi. That 
fhis oustom wee in force till 1803, has been ad- 
mitted by the present Zemindar of Bora-Sambar 
iu bis recently published book Nrisimha-Mahat- 
mya. The Gond Zeminudars of Phuljher admit 
that their ancestors were the vassal chiefs of the 
Chobas Mabarajas. The people of Raigarh and 
Sarangarh affirmed at the time of Government 
enquiry that formerly their chiefs, who are 
Gonds, acknowledged the Masharajas of Patna as 
their overlords. It is reported that some old 
records disclose the fact that the Ohoban Rajas 
of Patna and Sambslpur issued orders of demand 
of revenue from time to time upon some Chiefs 
of Keonjhar and Mayorbbanj ; it is regrettable 
thet no trace of those records can now be obtain- 
ed, though they were ivspected either by Sir 
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A. Grant bimself or by his responsible assistants 
some time previous to 1862. 

This extensive power of the Choban Cliefe 
was once instrumental in making Hiode civili- 
sation prevail over a very large traot of country 
mainly inhabited by many rude aboriginal 
tribes. A new civilisation of a very advanced 
type now domivate the whole of India ; but 
what part the Hindu civilisation played in olden 
times to bumanise many sonls iv the forest 
regions, shonld never be forgotten. The Msha- 
rajas of Patna and Sonpnr ure now the represent- 
.satives of the powerful Clolhsn Rulers of olden 
days. 

How very mighty the Choban Chiefs were in 
tbe éarly days of their role, can be gathered 
from the fact that though the Mabsrajas of 
Patns had buat a nomival sway over the rude 
tribes of Bamra, it was through their agency that 
the rule of the Ganga-vamsi Keatriyas was 
established in the wild tract of Bamra when the 
Bhuiyas and the Khands were contending to 
obtain supremacy there. It is worth noting that 
all the rude tribes accepted the rule of the 
Kaatriyas io those days very gladly without 
offering any opposition whatsoever. 
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We get iv the legendary acconnot of Kai8- 
p3bSr's vandalism in Orissa that this balf-mythi- 
cal Hiodn coovert to Mabomedanism, though 
successful in his raids all throughout Orisss, was 
repulsed by the OChoban Rijs from the very 
borders of the Sambalpar Tract. The legend is 
of value to prove tbat in those days the Chohan 
Rijas were regarded very powerful by the people 
all over Orissa. It may slso be noticed in this 
connection that when Govinds Vidyadhber, the 
faithless minister of Ruju Pratip Rudra Deve of 
Puri, slaked bis thirst for porer snd blood by 
killing tle two infant sons of Lis master, a young 
prince of the Gavoge family ran away from Pori to 
obtain the safc shelter of the Chohan Malsraja 
of Patna. Again the siguificance of this fact 
cau never be ignored that the Mahomedans, who 
became all powerful in the sea-board districts of 
Orissa, never thought of advancing to tbe borders 
of the Sambalpur Tract over which tbe Cboban 
rule prevailed. 
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Chapter II 


THE EARLY CHOHAN RAJAS OF 
SONPUR 


We have seen that at the commencement 
of the 15th century A D., the Cholhsuus of 
Delhi origin established their rule in the Sambal- 
pur Traot and by about the middle of the 16th 
contary Mabarajs Madan Gopél of this Choban 
family founded a new dynasty at Sonpor. 
For convenience of reference the names of all 
the Baling Cbiefe ot Sonpur are given here 
in & genealogical tree whioh is ‘maintained in 
the Raj family :— 


Madan Gopal Sing Deo. 
Lal Sai Siog Deo. 
Purusottams Sing Deo. 

RB35j Sing Deo. 
Achsl Sing Deo. 
Divya Sing Deo. 
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Jarawar’ Sing Deo. 


Sobha Sing Deo. 
(son of Divya Sing and paternal uncle 
of Jarawar Sing). 


Prithv] ding Deo. 
Nyadbear (Niligrinath) Sing Deo. 
Pratap Budra Sing Deo. 
Maharaja Sir Bir iteoliss Sing Deo. 


Wo have said that Maheraje Madan Gopal, 
tbe first Ruling Chief of Sonpur, was very heroic 
and enterprising. He acquired his territory by 
force of his arms, and organized a liberal govern- 
ment whioh pacified all the subject races, includ- 
ing the aboriginal tribes at the frontier of tbe 
State. In his wisdom he respected the tribal 
gods of the subjeot races and made permanent 
arrangements for the performance of their 
worship according to the oustomary rites. Maden 
Gopal’s younger brother Bansi Gop! was very 
much attached to him, and lived with bim et 
Sonpur for some time. 

Bansi Gopal was very muohb religio 
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minded, and was & devout worshipper of Visno. 
With peouniary help from his fatber and his 
elder brother Madan Gopal he established the 
Gopilji Math at Sembalpur and the Bimji Math 
at Puri, and endowed them with landed property. 
Not Baunsi GopA&l alone, but tbe whole family 
of the Sonpur Rulers has ever been noted for 
their devotion to Visno. It is also to be noted 
that the Sonpur Rulers worship Sakti—the 
mighty consort of MahSédeva—as the family 
goddess, and worship regularly on all Mondays 
the god Mabideva who is enshrined in the 
temple of Suvarnameru, though they become 
ifitiated by their Mohanta of BAmji Math ot 
Puri with Vaisuava mantra. Jt is the Vaisnava 
emblem which Las ever since been maintained as 
the family insignia by all the branches of tbe 
Chohan Obiefs. This emblem is e chakra or 
disous, which is the mighty weapon of Visnn. 
LAl Sai Sing Deo, the son and successor of 
Maharaja Madan Gop), encouraged many Hindu 
settlers to come and settle in his State. It is 
stated that in bis time the town of Sonppur became 
extremely flourishing. The length of the town 
of Sonpur was then from the temple of Rames- 
var citoated at the jonction of the Mabanadi and 
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the Tel to the temple of Gokarnesvar on the 
Mabanadi, and the width of the town was from 
the temple of Suvarnameru on the Tel to the 
bank of the Mshanadi. This area covered nearly 
3 square miles, and was very thickly populated. 
Recent excavations at different places fully bear 
out the tradition of a bigger town. 

It ie curious to note tbat even now the town- 
oriers, when proclaiming any Royal mandate, 
ask the imaginary 52,000 residents of tbe town 
of Sonpur to listen to the proolsmation though 
the actual population is about 10,000 now. Tlis 
form of proclamation having been handed down 
from generation to generation, it is uncertain a8 
to when the town of Soonpor had sn extensive 
populsfion of nearly 52,000 ; it is not impossible 
that this tradition regarding a very large popula- 
tion has come down from the time of the Kosala 
Guptas. 

Jt was in the time of Madan Gopal Sing Deo 
thet the temple of Suvarnvameru Mohiideva was 
built ; but as the town bore the name Suvarns- 
pur or Sonpar in: the days of Janamejeaya Mabl- 
bhava Gupte, it may be presumed that Suvarnpa- 
mero Mahidevs has been the principal presiding 
deity of the State simoe a very remote time. It 
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is highly important to note that the ThSoSpati 
Malis have been the priests ip all the temples in 
tbe Sambalpur Tract from a time which goes 
beyond the date of tbe establishment of the 
Ohohan Rule ; it is in accordance witb this long- 
established costom that the ThsnSpatis are the 
priests in the temple of Suvarnameru as well as 
in the Devi temple of Samlai. On special festive 
days the Brabmans officiate as priests in all 
temples. It is eaid by the people that once the 
God Msh&deva caused bits of gold to be shower- 
ed in the State, and the people got those bite in 
the river-bed ; and it is for this reason, they sey, 
that tbe god was named Suavarnpameru. It has 
been mentioned before that a small hill which 
bears au inscription and is situated in the bed of 
the Mabanadi, not far off from the palace of the 
Maharaje, is called Lankeévari, and is worship- 
ped by the boatmen when passing through tbe 
river. Similar to this Lankeévari hill or boulder 
bearing inscriptions there is a boulder with in- 
scriptions apd footprints in the river near Sambal- 
par, and this latter is called the Riama-Pads 
Book. 

Raj Siog Deo, the great-grandson of LA&l Sai 
Deo, married in the.family of the Khimidi Rajas, 
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and his wife, of the Kbimidi family, is reported 
to have carried with her the tutelary goddess, 
Khambesvar}, of her Khi idi ancestors. As the 
question regarding the origin of this goddess it 
of historic and ethnic interest, the matter has 
been disoussed at some length in a chapter iv 
the Orissa in the Making. 

After R8j Sing Deo, Achal Sing Deo, the 
father of Divya Sing and Sobba Sing, became 
the Chief of Sonpur. Jarawar Sing Deo suc- 
ceeded his father Divya Sing Deo, and reigned 
for one year only. He having died without eny 
issue was eocceeded by his paternal uncle Sobha 
Sing. Sobha Sing was succeeded by Prithvi 
Sing Deo of great historical interest. 

One incident of the time of the father of 
Jarawar Sing Deo which is widely known in the 
State deserves a mention bere. In tbose days, 
it is said, the State of Rehrakbol was regarded es 
directly subordinate to the State of Soppur. It 
is narrated that ea Raja of Behrakhol did not 
acknowledge the overlordship of Divya Sing Deo 
aud Yuvaraj Jarawar was eent out with a 
foroe to teach that Baja a lesson. When the 
first attempt of Jarawar Sing to ereoute his 
mission failed and he returned and encamped op 
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the bank of the Mshanedi opposite to Baj palace, 
Jarawar Sing’s mother sent to him as a present 
@ piece of Sari, which is & womapn’s wearing 
appare), to signify that Jarawar was regarded 
as unheroio a8 8 woman. Jarawar feelivg 
ashamed at it proceeded again to Rebrakbol and 
this time he captured the Raja of Rebrakhol and 
brought bim to Khbandabsta’ which bas been 
identified with Khandakgetra of the early time 
epigraphic records. 
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Chapter IV 


PRITHVI SINO DEO AND THE OLD TIME 
STATUS OF THE CHOHAN RAJAS 


Jt has already been stated tbat the Chohans 
of the Sambalpur Tract conquered the territories 
whioh their descendants have inherited. Some 
incidents of the time of Prithvi Siog Deo 
will throw some light on the etatus andl 
position of the Chohans in later times. It goes 
without saying tbat the Choban RBajes main- 
tained their thorough independence from the 
time of their acquisition of the States to 1745 
when the Marathas of Nagpur subverted the 
Heihbaya Kingdom of Bilaspur and Raip¢r. How 
the matters stood in Maratha times from 1745 to 
1808 remains to be considered. Mr. OC. Wills of 
the Indian Civil Service bas brought to light 
many facts in his paper relating to Chbattisgarh 
poblished in the Journal of the Asiatic Sociedy 
of Bengal for 1919 which bave been bolpful 
in determining many points of interest. The 
explanation which Mc. Wills has given of the. 
Athira-Ged and the reflection which he hss made 
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relating to the extra-territorial authority of the 
Patna Chiefs are worthy of serious consideration. 
Mr. Wills has shown that far from holding the 
Bulers of the Sambalpur Tract under subjection 
the Rulers of Raipur and Bilaspur did never 
even realise or demand any revenue from the 
Obiefs of the Clhattisgarh Ares who were 
cornted as subordinate Ohiefs of the Haibayes. 
‘The Sambalpur Ares fell outside the territory 
conatituted of Raipur end Bilaspur when the 
Sarabhpur Rulers came into power by about 
the middle of che 9th century A.D., and it is an 
undeniable historical fact that never did two 
Kosslss formed by virtue of the aforesaid 
separation reunite by establishing avy kind of 
Pclitiocal relation. Wlhen the Maratbas came 
into power in Chhattisgarh in 1745 they did 
Mot direct their attention to the Sambalpur 
‘Tract. as that tract, .whioh afforded them easy 
passage to Orissu aud beyond, was not a estre- 
tegig point with them. To subvert, or rather to 
uproot the Moslem Rule was what tbe Marathas 
wimed at, and as such Orissa Proper lying be- 
$mreen two areas of Moslem influence, »amely, the 
orthern Sircars and Bengal,was a strategic situa- 
tion, and that situation the Maratbas secured in 
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the course of five years from 1745 to 1750 A.D. 
If the Marathas were delayed in coming 
upon Orissa by being engaged in military 
operations in the Sambalpur Tract which was 
never in danger of being attacked by the 
Mahomedans from any direction, they would 
have surely failed to seonre that advantage 
wbioh they did hy ocoupying Orissa Proper ly- 
ing between the Sambalpur Tract on the west 
and the Bay of Bengal to the east. Not the 
sea-board ‘tract of Orissa alone buat the high- 
lands of Orissa ocoupied by the Rajas who were 
all vassal chiefs of the Raja of Puri came under 
the power of the Marathas ; all the Rajas of 
Oriesa Garjst Mabals were all made to pay 
revenue very regularly to the Maratha over- 
Jord. It took some time for the Marathas from 
1750 onward to seoure and consolidate this 
position. 

That the principalities of the Sambalpur 
Traot remained thoronghly independent during 
this time is proved by the fact that tbe Marathas 
after becoming masters of Eastern Orissa had to 
ssk the Rulers of the principalities of tbe 
fSambealpur Traot to acknowledge the overlord- 
ship of the Bhonslas of Nagpur elmost towards 
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the end of the 18th century. This bappened 
when Prithvi Sing Deo, the great-grapdfather 
of the present Ruler of Sonpur, became the 
Ruler of Sonpur at the age of 28. When by 
the demand aforesaid the independence of Patna, 
Sambalpur and Soppur was threatened, the 
Chohap Rolers of all those States stoutly declined 
to accept the homiliating sitnation. The Maratbas 
who were mighty in those days became success- 
fn] in capturing Prithvi Sing Deo and the tben 
Ruler of Sambalpur. When the Rajas wero 
made captive, payment of tribnte was demanded 
by the Bhonslas, but tbis was declined to be paid 
by the people of those States. That it was really 80 
is distinctly proved by tbe fact tbat Prithvi Sing 
Deo was kept as hostage by tbe Bhonslas for 
17 long years. When, however, Raghunath Sing 
Deo, the then only son of Prithvi Sing Doo, died, 
the subjects of the State of Sonpur purchased 
the liberty of their Raja by paying a good 
amount to the Bbonslas. What was paid under 
these circumstances, canpot certainly be called a 
payment of revenue. It cannot be shown that 
any other payment of any amount was subsequent- 
ly msde by tbe State to tbe Bonslas. To adduce 
positive proof that no tribate was paid by.the 
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State some undoubted faots of the time may be 
mentioned. It was exactly when Prithvi Sing Deo 
was being released from his captivity that the 
Bhouslas entered into a treaty with the British 
Power aud ceded to the latter the whole of Eastern 
Orissa with its Garjat Mahals, and only eo short 
time after this the British overlordehip was eata- 
blished in the Sambalpur Ares. Again it bas to be 
mentioned that Prithvi ‘Sing Deo avd Baghboji 
Bhonsla became sworo friends when the former 
was released by the latter. This tie of friend- 
ebip etill subsists between the Sonpur eud 
Nagpur Houses. It may be recorded here just 
for tbe sake of the history of Sonpuor that on 
his retaro to Soopur Prithvi Sing Deo married 
Gaudich& Dev! who became the mother of the 
Baler of Soopur in 1837. It was io 1841 tbat 
Prithvi Sing Deo died. 

It has been narrated in the interest of history 
how tbe Bulers of the States of the Sambalpur 
‘Tract with their record of thorough independ- 
ence ia pre-British times differ very essentially 
from those Rajas of the Garjat States of Eastern 
Orissa who ( the Feudatory Gasettcer by Cob- 
den-Ramsay olearly ehows) owe their origin, 
axcepting in the case of the Ranpor State, to 
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grants in their favour by the Rejas of modern 
Orissa. Jn confirmation of what has been stated 
by citing the old-time history, a few facts ascer- 
tained by the Britieh Government in this direc- 
tion may be mentioned here. 

Tle‘ States of the five Ruliog Cbiefs of tbe 
Sambalpur Tract have only recently been tsken 
out of the Central Provivces and bave been 
placed under a Political Agent who is also the 
Politi 1 Agent of the Garjat Mahale of Orissa. 


THE STATUS OF THE SONPUR CHIEF 


As all the States now placed under one Poli- 
tical Agent are uniformly designated as the 
Feudatory States of Orissa, the distinction that 
existe in etatus between the group of Chiefs 
of the Sambalpur Tract and the group of Orissa 
Cbiefs may be set out very clearly by quoting 
some sentences from Clovervment Records as 
more published from 1868 to 1875. 

Begsrding the Orissa States, such as Mayur- 
bhanj, Keonjhar, Dhenkanal and others, it has 
been remarked in Aitohison’s Treaties, Volume 
TI, that these Stetes were the fendetories ‘of 
Baghoji Bhonsle. Or the reports of Mr. Ricketts 
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and Mr. Mills it was remarked by Sir Richard 
Temple that these States when ceded with the 
rest of Orissa by the Marathas to ‘the British 
Government in 1808, “they were exempted from 
the operations of the General Regulation system 
prevailing in the British Provinces. This exr- 
emption was recognised on the grouud of ex- 
pediency ouly, and it was held that there was 
nothing in the nature” of the connection of 
Government with the Proprietors tbat would 
preolude their being brought under the ordinary 
jurisdiction of tbe Courts, if it should ever be 
thought advisable.” As a matter of fact the 
Obiefs of the Orissa Tributary Mabals were 
invested with certain powers by the British 
Government to try civil and criminal cases ocour- 
ring in their territories, but the British Governp- 
ment gave the Chiefs to understand tbat their 
powers might either be increased or decreased 
by the Governmeot of Bengal. As such all orders 
passed by these OChiefe were subject to revision 
by the Commissioner of Cuttack, to whom they 
were bound to submit the records of their cases. 

Bat the Feudatory Chiefs of the Sambelpur 
Traot, namely, the Ohiefs of the States of Patva, 
Soopur, Kalahandi, Bamra and BRebrakbol, 
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exercise within their own States unlimited 
powers in Judicial aud Executive administration. 
‘The powers exercised by the Sambalpur Chiefs 
are due to the inherent authority of the Chiefs, 
and not because these powers bave been conferred 
upon tbem by the British Goverpment, as in tbe 
case of the Chiefs of the Orisss Tributary 
Mabals. When the whole of the Sambalpur 
Tract came under the suzerainty of the British 
Government, & very careful enquiry was set 
about by the Government regarding tbe original 
status of the five Sambalpur Chiefs, and it was 
found that the Chiefs had been exercising full 
sovereign power in their own States from a very 
remote past. As snch tbe British Government 
only recogvised the RBulers of tbe Sambslipur 
tract as Feudatory Cbiefs with fall plenary 
powers. 

It was however provided by the British 
Government, when entering into a treaty with 
the Chiefs, that the Ralers of the States of Patna, 
Sonpur, Kalahandi, Bamrs and Rehbrakhol would 
“have to refer capital sentences only to the 
Local Government, for oonfirmation.” The 
circumstances onder which this amall limitation 
was imposed by the British Government have to 
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be explained. Previous to tbe time of British 
rule, mutilation of limbs is supposed to have 
been a form of punishment in vogue in those 
States for certain offences. Since the British 
laws, regarding the offences for which capital 
punishment may be inflioted, could not be enforo- 
ed in the Feudatory States, the British Govern- 
ment bad to provide some rnles by virtue” of 
which it could be ascertained whether the 
sentences of capital punishment were passed in 
deserving cases or not, and whether as a form of 
capital punisbment mutilation of limbs of the 
prisoners would be ordered or not. This is why 
the Supreme Goveroment provided in the 
preamble portion of the Sanad granted to the 
Ohiefs that before exeoutivg tbe sentences of 
capi 1 punishment the records might be sent 
for inspeotion and confirmation. Otherwise the 
Government does not interfere with any matter 
whatsoever in connection with the interns] ad- 
ministration of the States. 

This shows very clearly and definitely that, 
excepting in one matter of referenoe, the Ruling 
Ohief of Sonpur and his other brother Ohiefs in 
the Sambalpur Traot, are perfectly free to 
administer their own States witb laws and 
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regulations promulgated by themselves, and are 
pot invested with powers like the Orissa Chiefs 
by the Britisb Government. 

Sic Andrew Fraser the late Lieutenant- 
Governor of Benga), bas made a mention of the 
higher status of the Sambalpur Chiefs at page 
317 of the first edition of his work Among the 
Rajas and Ryots in connection with an incident 
with which the Maharaje of Sonpur was person- 
ally conneoted. This passage in the lat edition 
of the book runs as follows :— 

“A very interesting incident occurred in re- 
gard to the transfer of the five Oriya States (of 
Sambalpaor) to Bengal. The Ohiefs of these 
States bad kvown me as the Chief Commissioner 
of tbe Central Provinces. They came to me sas 
a friend and stated that they had three objections 
to the proposed travefer to Bengal. The first 
vas their powers and slatus as Feudatory Ohisfs 
were higher than those of the Feudatory States of 
Orissa, avd that they feared that they might be 
reduced to the same level.........Jt 1008 easy for 
me to assure them, that as to their first diffioulty 
their powers and privileges and status would be 
clearly and fully defined and recorded and that no 
diminution in any of them would occur.” 
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To illustrate how royal authority was being 
exercised in former times, one customary rule 
obtaining in the State of Sonpur may be record- 
ed here. The Ruling Chief of Sonpur is, by 
virtue of immemorial customary rules, the head 
of all the caste associations in the State. All 
matters of caste disputes as well as disputes 
regarding religious offices, are referred to the 
Ruliog Ohief for his final authoritative decision. 
As it is all over Indis, 80 it is in Sonpur, tbe 
people of di rent castes are not Lbound together 
by habitual social intercourse. In the States of 
Sambalpur, the ethnical societies, as wholly 
separate genetic aggregations, are very well- 
marked. The people belonging to one caste 
form as it were a separate and iodependent 
organisation in tbe State of Sonpur. The differ- 
ent ocaste-guilde have their different caste Pan- 
chayats to decide all matters of caste disputes. 
These Panchayats are formed and appointed 
by the Chief himself, and the representa- 
tives of the caste-guilds are specially appointed 
by the Ruling Chief as tbe Headmen or 
Panufis. 

One section of the Goflis called Nands 
Gours, are believed to have been brought into 
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the Sambalpur tract by the Choban ancestors o! 
the Sonpur Rulers. These Nanda Gours, ever 
when they belong to the British district of 
Sambalpur and &s such not bound to respect the 
authority of the Sonpur Rulers, do as a matter 
of fact refer all their caste disputes to the Sonpur 
Rolers, and submit willingly to the authoritative 
decision of the Rulers of Sonpur. It ie per- 
sonally known tothe anthor that some other 
people of other caste of the British district of 
Sambalpur regard the authority of the Sonpur 
Bulers as highest and final in matters of 
their caste disputes. When for instance this 
question arose among tbe Keots of Sambal- 
pur in 1897 as to whether a son begotten 
apon a girl of Karan caste by sa Keot father 
could be taken into caste, the Keots sought 
the decision of the present Maharaja of 
Soppur. 

It has already beev stated that tbe Roler of 
Sonpur nominates snd appoints the bead caste- 
men as Pinus to represent tbe different caste- 
guilds to bim, and to decide ordinary dispates 
under his authority and direction in their caste 
Panchayats. The tuler of Sonpor is thos the 
ruler and leader of all 6 subjects of his State, 
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and is the social and ecolesiastical head of all 
sections of people in his territory. This coudi- 
tion of things prevailed and in some cases 
etill prevail in otber States of the Sambalpur 
Area. 
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Chepter V 
RAJA NILADHAR SING DEO BAHADUR 


It hss been narrated that Guuodichs Devi 
became the mother of Niladhar Sing Deo in 
1887. In celebration of,this happy incident she 
caused. s tem ple to be built in the town of Son- 
pur which is now the bighbest temple in the 
State. The presiding god of this temple is 
Narsiugnath, bat as during tbe Baths Yatra 
time the car of Jaganuath is kept for s few days 
near this temple, the temple is called Gundlohs 
Gud!. 

Guudiobs Devi, tbe mother of Niladbar Sing 
Deo Bahadur, trained snd educated tbe mivor 
Chief very carefully, and did not allow him to 
mix with the people who generally seek to 
induoe the Rajas to be pleasure-loving. In those 
days when the English power was not folly este- 
blished in the Sambelpur tract, and no gentleman 
had aoy koowledge whatever of the English 
language, Baja Niladbar Sing Deo mansged tw 
educste himself in English. The writer of these 
pages sew Raja Niladher in 1886;; Hee. 
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could speak English with ease and fluency, and 
took a good deal of delight in reading the popular 
historical works in English. 

When during the years 1857 and 1858 tbe 
British Government bad an anxious time in 
suppreseing the mutiny of those days, Raja 
Niladhar Sing Deo was only 20 years old; but 
the help he rendered tp the English Govern- 
ment at this time was of great value. Subese- 
quently, when & great disturbance occured in 
the district of Sambalpur, and a large number 
of misdirected people rebelled against the English 
Governmeut under the leadership of Surendra 
Sai of Sambalpur, Raja Niladhar Sing Deo did 
golden service to the English Government to 
bring about peace in the Sambalpur tract. He 
also rendered great help to the British Govern- 
ment in quieting the muautinous disturbance in 
Baud created by the Khands headed by one 
Chakra Bisi. To quote the exact words on 
record of the British Government, there was 
“recognition of meritorious services rendered by 
bim (Niladbar Sing Deo) to the British Govern- 
ment at s time when the Indian Empire had not 
settled down into the general peace and pros- 
perity which it now enjoys. Times have changed 
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aince Niladhar Sing loyally assisted the British 
Government in putting down rebellion sand 
anarohy in the Sambalpur District.” 

Rajs Niladhar Sing Deo Bahadur never 
travelled beyond the town of Sambalpur, where 
he had to come only once or twice at tbe invita- 
tion of the Chief Commissioner of the Central 
Provinces. Though his terrioria] experinece was 
confined witbin tbe limits of the Sambalpur 
Tract, he knew mncl of tbe world by reading 
many books and newspapers. In 1874 he 
secured the services of a Bengali graduate, 
Prasanoaknmar Mitra, who was for some time 
the Head-master of the English sohool et 
Sambalpur. The principal object of employiog 
thie gentleman was to educate carefolly in 
Buoglish bis eldest son Raja Pratap Rudra Sing 
Deo Bahadur. Nowhere withiv the Sambalpur 
Tract and the Garjst muhal)s of Orissa, was there 
avy attempt by any Ohief to impart English 
edncation to the Raj-kumars so early as 1874. 

From 1887 to 1891 be did vot tske much 
interest in the administration of the State for 
reasons known to him. He was far above the 
Dewans wbo were employed by .the British 
Government during this period, in education and 
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intelligence, but he did not care to raise any 
word of objection against what these Dewans 
did. He observed strict reticence over the 
whole affair, and no ove could know what led 
bim to be indifferent to the State affairs. In 
1886 he gave his eldest son Pratap Rudra Sing 
Deo some magisterial duties to peform with a 
view to make him familiar with the management 
of the State. Tle authOr of this book was then 
given for some time the special duty to render 
some help to Pratap Rudra Sing Deo in this 
matter. 

Having come iin personal contact with him, 
the writer of these pages can bear evidence to 
the fact that Raja Niladhar Sing Deo Bahadur 
entertained very liberal ideas in respect of 
religious and sooial matters. It was during the 
rule cf this Chief that Bbima Bbhoi, the modern 
leader of the Alekb Religion, established bis 
principal seat at Kbhslispali ib Sonpur. The 
followers of the Aleklh reli ‘on, who are called 
Kombbipatifis, do not believe in the gods and 
goddesses of the Hindus, and do not observe any 
oaste system. Baja Babadur Niladbar Sing 
Deo never tronbled them in any matter, but was 
rather hbelpfol to them when they wanted to 
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make Khaliapali their principal seat. The 
Kumblipatifs were once put to some trouble by 
bis Dewan, who was a Governmet officer, but 
tbe Raja Bahsdur asked hi to let the innocent 
religionists alone. 

The Raja Balbedur was very fond of talnog 
physical ercise, and could digest substantial 
dishes till his death in 1891. He was very fond 
of flowers, music and poetry, and composed 
many humorous Oriya songs of genuine literary 
merit. It is a pity tbat Lis effusions bave not 
been preserved in a collected form. When he 
died he was 54 years old. 

Raja Bahadur Nil har Sing Deo was a man 
of strong determination, and never yielded to 
the opinions of others, however superior the 
position they might Lold, unless fully convinced 
of the reasonableness of them. Sir Andrew 
Fraser tbe late Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
ooce remsrked regarding bim in the following 
words, when addressing the present Maharaja 
on 8 public occasion : 

“It is a long time since I first visited the 
Sonpur State, and I have known intimately, 
tbree geuerations of its Rulers. When 1 first 
became acquainted with its administration, your 
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grand-father (meaniog Nilédbar Sing Deo) was 
the Ruler of the state. He was a strong man, but 
though we differed sometimes in matters of 
administration, our relations were always cordisl, 
and we regarded each other as friends.” 
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Chapter VI 


RAJA PRATAP RUDRA SING DEO BAHADUR 


The life of Raja Pratap Rudrs Sing Deo 
Bahadur is most interesting and instructive. He 
was tbe eldest son of Raja Niladbar Sing Deo 
Bahadur by bis first wife Rani Durgakumari 
Devi, s daughter of Kumar Padmanath Sab Deo 
of tbe Chutia Nagpur Raj family. He was born 
on the full moon day of Asbérh of the Saka ere 
1775. This date corresponds to 22nd July, 
1853. When Rani Durgakumsri Devi died 
leaving her son ar infant of aboot nine years 
old, Rani Gundich& Devi, the mother of Raju; 
Niladbar Sing Deo Bahadur took upon herself: 
the guardianship of the infant Jubaraj, and 
employed two educated Oriya Pandits to give bim 
lessons in Oriya and Sanskrit. 

When quite young, tbe home life was far from 
interesting to him, apd he devoted most of bis 
time to acquisition of knowledge by living in the 
company of hie teachers. When a boy of eixteev, 
the Jabaraj was married to tbe eldest daughter 
of Mahsraja Udit Pratap Deo of Kalahandh. 
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According to the custom of the Baj families, two 
or three young maid-servants came from Kala- 
handi in the company of his newly married wife, 
and these young wsid-servants expected as a 
matter of right that they should be treated 8 
wives by the young Jubarasj. But all the mem- 
bers of the Baj family were greatly surprised, 
when the Jubaraj declined to enter into the 
apartment of bis wife, unless and uotil the 
young maid-servants would be altogether re- 
moved from the house. As the environment 
was not seemingly favourable for the growth of 
such a moral force in as young prince a little 
etorm arose in the Raj family when this noble 
resolution was firmly proclaimed. The old order 
had to cbange to give place to the new. The 
novel procedure in the life of the Jubaraj was 
then widely discussed and criticised. It is true 
that a wife in a Raj family has to sobmit wil- 
lingly to the situation of being one out of many 
on whom a Raja or s Rajkumar may be pleased 
to confer some favour. But however much the 
ladies of high rank may be used to such e life, 
they are sure to f 1 elated when their husbands 
live a life of purity. So greatly devoted the 
wite of Baja Pratap Rudra was to ber husband 
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that she simply worshipped her loving husband 
throughout her life. 

It bas been the unwritten law tbat a wife in 
an aristooratic Baj-family should be superseded 
by another, if she fails to give birth to a son for 
a successor ; for the main object for which a Hindu 
should marry is to get a sop. fui firme S11 
is the text in all the works of Smriti. Whev the 
first child of the young Jubaraj proved to be a 
daughter, Raja Niladhar Sivg Deo Babaduor arran- 
ged for a second marriage for his eldest sop; but 
the young Jubsrs} in his firrmo determination reject- 
ed the proposal and said that nothing could induce 
him to take a second wife. How this proposal 
endeared him to his wife, we can well imagine. 
But his father became greatly displeased, as in 
his idea the son was not obedient to his father. 
The Raja Bahadur, however, waited for the 
second ohance ; but this time too the mother of 
our present Maharaja was delivered of a female 
child. There was consternation in the Raj 
family over again, and Baja Niladhasr Sing 
Deo became strongly determined to give another 
partner of Jife to the Jubaraj who might;be lucky 
in the matter of bringing forth eons. Pratap 
RudrajDeo remained firm in his resolution, and 
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solemnly declared that he would not, under any 
circumstances, know any otber woman for his 
wife, even though no son be born to him. By 
this determination he incurred the displeasure 
of his father, aud his father never again became 
favourably disposed to him, though Pretsp 
Budra became subsequently the father of five 
80u8. 

When a cry of defpair arose in the Bsj 
family, the beloved vife of Pratap Budrs Deo 
commenced to observe fast on Mondays in the 
name of Suvarnameru Mahsdeva with the deaire 
that she might be blessed with a son. On the 
8th day of the month of July of the year 1874 
Jubaraj Pratap Budra and his wife were actually 
blessed with the son who is now the Maharajs 
of Sonpur. 

It was in tlhe year 1874, that Niladbar Sing 
Deo appointed Babu Prasanna Kumar Mitra as 
the teacher of his eldest son to give lessons in 
English to him. The education of the Jubaraj in 
Boglish could not make much progress, 48 his tea- 
ober was given by the Raja Bahadur much official 
work to do. Bat the Jubaraj by then had be- 
come a soholar in Sanskrit, and had read almost 
all the ancient works of Oriya literature. Though 
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Pratap Rudra Deo was very capable, he was not 
given any chance to learn the work of State 
administration till 1886. The Jubaraj utilized 
this time io reading Sanskrit literature and in 
holding discourse with the learned men who 
resided at Sonpnr. 

The question the author of this work bad to 
discuss with Jubaraj Pratap Rudra Sing Deo on 
the very first day of hi meeting in 1886 wes on 
the teachings of the Upanisbade relating to the 
worship of Brabma in spirit. It seemed that tbe 
writer of these pages did not approach a Jubaraj 
ip a palace, bat came to the cottage of a Rishi. 
One day in connection with a lively conver- 
sation on the subject that msn nwerally think 
it to be their duty to become religious only when 
grown old, the author of this book read to him 
and explained the poem of Robert Browning 
whereid the unbelievivg and worldly spirit of a 
dying Bishop has been described to be giving 
orders for his tomb. He appreciated the piece 
very muoh, snd with a pledsant smile on his 
lips said that men uever forsake the pleasures 
of life until they feel that the world is passing 
out of their reach. The author of this book wall 
always cherish the happy memory of many 
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pleasant evenings he passed with the Jnbaraj in 
September, 1886. 

Raja Bahadur Pratap Rudra Sing Deo as- 
cended the gadi of Sonpur on the 9th day of 
September, 1891. From the very day he became 
the Baja and Feudatory Chief of Sopnpur, be 
devoted his whole energy to bring about éuch 
reforms iv the State as were calculated to 
help the sabjects to gro® in light aud prosperity. 
Since his accession to the gadi to the present 
time the author of this book has been intimately 
connected with all the affairs, of the Raj 
family, and has consequently full personal know- 
ledge of many facts whioh have been recorded 
in this work. 

Our present Maharaja who was then the 
Jubaraj, was 17 years old when his father be- 
came the Ruler of the State. By this time 
Jubaraj (vow Sir) Sri Bira Mitrodays baving 
completed his course of school education, was 
employed by his father to take part in the ad- 
ministrative work of the State. The Jubaraj 
was not given, es is usually done elsewhere, 
to do some desk work only in coonection with 
judioal administration. As the Rsja Bsbsduor 
wanted to make 8 land-settlement in the State, 
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he employed the Jabara}j to learn practically the 
work of survey and settlement under his own 
officers. The Jubaraj most willingly did tbe 
work, and moved about on foot from field to 
field to learn the work of sutvey. This noble 
example was shocking to many neighbouring 
Chiefs ; for, in their idea, & Baja or a Rajkumar 
should not condescend to do such work. 
In order to be able t¢ carry out effectually 
“his scbeme of reform, Raja Bahadur Pratap 
Rudra Sing Deo requested the Government of 
the Central Provinces to lend to his State the 
services of Bai Sabib Dinabandhu Patnaik, 
regarding whom the Raja Bahadur had once the 
opportunity of forming a favourable idea. When 
the Government in response to the requisition 
allowed Dinabandhu Patnaik tobecomethe Dewan 
of the State, Mr. Patnaik executed the whole work 
of admiuvistration with the greatest zesl sud 
energy. In recognition of the good service dove 
by him, Dinabandhu Patnaik was given the title 
of Bai Sahib by the Government, when to the 
hereditary title of “Baja” of his kind ' master, 
the Feudatory Chief, the title of “Bahadur” was 
added by the Government. 
During the ten. years of his rule, new roads 
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were laid out to facilitate easy communication 
with the centres of trade and oivilization, new 
settlement was made to give the subjects some 
well-defined status, many achools were establish- 
ed in the town and. in the villages, and new 
buildings were constructed to give, respectable 
accommodation to the Judioia)] and Erecutive 
officers to hold courfs and to keep offices. 
The jail building was also reconstructed 
in his time on a new plan. Beferring to the 
works of reform aud the good administra- 
tion of the State, the British Government 
addressed Raja Pratap Rudra Sing Deo in 
these words: 

“As your father was assooisted with the 
British Government in introducing an era of 
peace into the conntry, 80 you, Baja Bahadur, 
have loyally co-operated with the Government 
in maintaining ‘peace, by establishing in your 
State a sound and wholesome administration 
ander which the rights and happiness of your 
people are assured.” 

A especial paragraph has been reserved to 
speak of what the Raja Bahadur did to spread 
education in the State. As a real respecter of 
the other sex, he eetablished one efficient echool 
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for the education of the girls in the town, 
though the people even now do not care muoh 
to educate their girls properly. He established 
sobolarships to help the boys of the Soppur 
English sohool in their further higher education 
elsewhere. He took partioular care to get in- 
formation as to the progress of education in 
village sohools where the children of the agri- 
oulturists received education. As a lover of 
Sanskrit literature he established a Sanskrit 
sohool in the town to educate the children of 
those Brahmans who have to deal with the 
Hindu Ssstres. 

Without appointivg 8 especially qualified 
teacher for the Jubasraj slone, he established a 
RBaj-kumar School where sll the boys of the Baj- 
family commenced to receive education under 8 
competent teacher. 

The wisdom he showed in the administration 
of his State in sll directions, the kindness of 
heart with whioh he treated all the members of 
his family, the charitable and liberal disposition 
with which he met all public demands, end the 
sweetness of temper and the purity of obsraoter 
whioh he maintained in his public and private 
life, made him dear to all alike. 
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Almost towards the end of his career a 
widespread famine prevailed all over the Chattis- 
garh Division of the Central Provinces. During 
these deys of famine the Raja Bahadur himself 
moved about with bis Dewan and the Jubaraj to 
supervise carefully the relief works which were 
opened at different places in the State. The 
energy with which be did this work wall never 
be forgotten by the grateful subjects of Sonpur. 

Jt-will not be an exaggeration to say tbat 
Raja Pratap Budrs Sing Deo Bahadur was an 
ideal hbusband, an ideal father and avn ideal ruler 
of a State. His faith inp God and faith jn man 
made him perfectly happy during the days of bis 
sojourn in this world. Hoe wae gathered to the 
fatbers on the 8th day of August, 1902. 
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Chapter VII 
THE PRESENT RULER 


The history of the brilliant career of Saptasri 
Maharaja Sir Bir Mitrodaya Sing Deo Dharmas- 
nidhi, Gnanguneaker, K.C.I.E., who, adorns today 
his high and exalted situation as the Ruler of 
the Sonpur State and will continve to do so for 
many years to come, deserves to be recorded in 
letters of gold in the annals of Sonpur Maharaj 
family, for, by his memorable deeds of effective 
loyalty to the British Throne and by his bene- 
ficient measures calculated to do immense good 
to bis subjects has won a high renown for the 
Sonpur State for all future time. 

By his exemplary loyalty, patriotism, charity 
and wise State administration, he has endeared 
himself to the British Government, to the people 
of Indias in general and to the people of his own 
State in particular. His good deeda have been 
oreating for bim an evernsscent monument 
whioh will ehive in foture with ever-increasing 
brilliance, for hardly a year passes ‘when he does 
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not do something new to add to his glory and 
to the bappiness of the people whom he has 
been destined to role. 

The enjoyment by his ruling house of the 
hereditary title of Maharaja and the honour of 
& permanent salute of 9 guns, has been seoured 
by him by his wise and beneficiept administra- 
tion. It is sipgularly noticesble that as a worthy 
partner of a worthy husband, his wife Maharani 
Lady Parvati Devi has become noted for her 
acts of private and public charity end the 
British Government iv recogoition of her patri- 
otic and virtuous deeds has decorated her with 
the Kaisar-I-Hind Meda), lest clases. It is also an 
uncommon good fortune to the Choban Maharaj 
family of Sonpur and-to the people of the Sonpur 
State that Masharajkomar Sri Sudhapngeu Sekhar 
Sing Deo the heir-apparent to the State 
apd the loving son of the Maharaja and the 
Maharani has distinguished himself as early as 
now as a thoroughly capable administrator of 
the State by tekipg upon himself the balk of 
the burden of State administration. 

Above all titles and honours Mabarsja values 
the good education, humane virtues and admi- 
nistrative wisdom of bis sop who at a far distant 
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date will assume the reins of government of his 
State. Again, Maharaja values greatly the most 
precious boon that God in bis meroiful dispen- 
sation has granted him as the highest reward in 
his life by having made him the grandfather of 
the first born son of his sop, Srimav Tikaet Leal 
Bir Pratap Sing Deo. The writer of these 
pages records these facts being happy in the 
happiness of the Mabard} family. 

Tlis wise and noble ruler of the State as- 
cended the Sonpur Gadi of the Cbohan Rulers 
at his 28th year on the 8th day of August, 1902. 
It has been mentioned before that during the 
ralersbip of his illustrious father, be ectively 
psrticipated in the judicial and ereoutive 
administration of the State, and was, 2&8 
bis highly educated son Sriman Sudbanghsu 
Sekhar ‘is to him today, the ohief councillor of 
his father io all matters of private and estate 
importance. | 

The political officers of the Central Provinces 
formed a very high opinion of his ability and 
education during this period of his training as 
an administrator. What the Chief Commissioner 
of the Central Provinces of those days said re- 
garding hi in his speech addressed to the late 
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roler of the State may be quoted in this connec- 
tion ; the words are : 

“Most of all do I congratuate you, Raja 
Bahadur Pratap Rudra Sing Deo, on the excel- 
Jent reputation won by your eldest son. You 
have always insisted on the importance of his 
being fully instructed in all branches of the ad- 
ministration, and your wise policy has been 
orowned with success. 2 have spent hours with 
Jubaraj since I crossed your border. I have 
been most favourably impressed with the intelli- 
gence, energy and zeal and, with the excellence 
of bis character.” 

What the hero of tbis chapter bas accom- 
plished since the day of his accession to the Gadi 
will only be very briefly narrated, and all state- 
mente relating to his deeds will be tried to be 
supported by tbe words of the politi 1 officers 
who had ample opportunities of knowing all the 
conditions of the administration of the Sonpur 
State. 

The wonderful progrees the State made in 
the course of the first six years of bis rule led 
the British Government to konour him by de- 
corativg him with the title of Msharaja. At the 
time of conferring upon bim tbe title of Maha- 
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raja, Sir Andrew Fraser the then Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal addressed him io the follow- 
ing words of high praise in the Durbsr et 
Belvedere : 

‘It was thirty years ago that I first visited 
Sonpur, and ever since I have been on terms of 
friendship and intimacy with your house. It 
has beep a great pleasure to me to see the ezcel- 
lent ezample which you kive set to ald the Ohiefs of 
Orissa. You enjoy the character of a good ruler, 
shrewd, economical, just and reasonably progres- 
sive. Since your State was attached to Orissa 
io 1905, you bave been under the Goveroment 
of Bengal ; and I, as the bead of this Govern- 
ment, have to thank you not only for the generally 
good administration of your State, but also for the 
help you have given me tin making arrangements 
connected with the reconstitution of Orissa.” 

Only & few months after his taking the reins 
of the State in his band, the Mablaraja bad to 
proceed to Delhi to attend the Coronation Daur- 
bar which was held in January, 1903. He 
visited at this time all the towns of historical 
note and all the celebrated holy tirthas of the 
Hindas in Upper Judis, when the Durbar at 
Delhi was over. And since then, for the purpose 
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of enjoying rest and for recruiting health efter 
continued work in the State and again to acquire 
religious merit by visiting the sacred places, he 
has travelled a good deal all over the country 
from Darjeeling in the Himalayas to Ramesvar 
at the southernmost poiuot of India, and from the 
cities of Lahore iv the Punjab and Bombay on 
the West coast to the limits of the East coast of 
Jodia. ® 

The British laws being not in force in tbe 
Feudatory State of Sonpur, the officers of the 
Court had generally to administer justice taking 
a commovu sense view of things. It is well- 
known that what is called common sense is not 
very common enough. To avoid all difficulties 
end to give the State officers as well as the 
subjects some definite rules to rely opon, he firat 
codified the law regarding Tenancy and Land 
Revenue in a well considered work entitled 
Bhumibidhiand then framed rules and regula- 
tions relating to all matters of civil and oriminal 
administration. The originality he has displayed 
in organizing various departments of adminis- 
tration is rarely met with. 

The subjects of Soppur had to borrow money 
and dhan to conduct agricultural operations, 
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from professional money-lenders, who ruin the 
agrioulturista by demanding rather an extortio- 
pate rate of interest. The contracts being legally 
valid they had to be enforced in the Law Courts 
of the Maharaja. To save the agrioulturiete 
from this rninoue condition of things, the Maba- 
raja has himself established Josn offices at 
diffent centres of the State, where the needy 
subjects can get money’and grain on a moderate 
rate of interest. One cannot apesk too highly 
of the far-reaching effect of this beneficial 
measure. 

Accounts of tbe oreation of permanent funds 
to help the agrioultorists very substantially in 
the matter of irri tion of fields, to protect and 
educate the orphavés of all olasses of people, to 
reach medical ministration to the poorest of the 
poor, and to give liberal education to those who 
are capsble of receiving it, cannot be given 
at once without mentioning at first some inci- 
dents with which some funds have been asso- 
ciated. 

The incident which has to be mentioned 
first is & very 6ad one. In oot@ber, 1918 when 
the great European War was coming to a termi- 
nation, the eldeat son of Maharaja who was then 
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the Jubaraj, wae snatched away by the oruel 
hand of death. The late Jubaraj Somabhusan 
Sing Deo was only 22 years old and not even 
fall 6 months expired since the date of his marri- 
age when this lamentable event took place. The 
sad and mournful aspect of this bereavemeuat 
should not be tried to be depicted. Somabhusan 
Sing Deo was educated with great t care. He 
passed the Matrioulatior’ Examination of the 
Caloutta University iv 1915 from the Mabaraja 
High School sat Sonpur and received further 
education in the Presidency College, Calcutta. 
In the expectation that he would be called upon 
in a fotare time to administer tbe State of Son- 
prr he was taken out from the Presidenoy 
College and was given to learn the work of State 
administration, when by divine dispensation the 
matter was deoided against the fond expectations 
of the loving parente. Some measures of abiding 
interest have been formulated to perpetuate the 
memory of the late Jubarsj. All charitable and 
provident provisions msde by the Bualing Ohietf 
will be mentioned later on ; it should only be 
recorded bere that the school st Sonpur which 
bas been established to train physicians bas beep 
named efter the name of the late Jubsraj, and 
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A very rich endowment has been made in his name 
to found an orphanage to give shelter and edu- 
cation to all the orphans of the State. The last 
named institution with ite munificent provisions 
msy fairly compare with similar institutions 
established elsewhere in the country-places in 
Indis. It ‘Ill be seen with reference to the 
institutions just named and by referring to other 
charitable and beneficibnt measures to be men- 
tioned later on that the souls of the Mabhearajs 
and the Maharani: Sabeba bave been greatly 
humanised by their deep distress. 

Srimanp Moebarajkumsr Suodhangsu Sekhar 
Sing Deo who has now become the Jubaraj and 
beir-apparent to the State, was proseonting bis 
studies in the Calcutts St. Xavier's College 
when the bereavement epoken of above took 
place. Mahbarajkumar Sudhangsu Sekbar passed 
the University Matrioulation Examination from 
the Maharaja High Sohool at Sonpur with singo- 
lar distinction by being placed high in the lst 
division, and had only a very short time before 
him to appear at the Intermediate Examination 
of the University, when he was called upon to 
take upon bimself the duties of the State Ad- 
ministration under the guidance of the Maharaja. 
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‘The principal and two professors of the St. 
Xavier's College communicated to the State at 
the time of Sriman Sudhangsu Sekbhsr’s leaving 
the College that they entertained surest expect- 
ation of their beloved paopil’s success in the 
Tutermediate Examination in Arte. It hes been 
mentioned in the opening paragraphs of this 
ohapter that there is no brapoh of State adminis- 
tration whioh is not being’ practically managed by 
Sriman Sudhangsu Sekbar with greatest effici- 
eucy under the guidance and instructions of bis 
father the Roler of the State. He has been 
pursuing all the State works with the perennial 
flow of youthfal energy. 

To speak of the traditionsl loyalty of the 
Sonppur House to the British Throne, about 
which much has been said on different occasions 
by Sir Edward A. Gait,the retired Lt.-Governor of 
Bihar and Orisss, the acts of Maharaja during 
the great European war msy be briefly mention- 
ed. Just at the outbreak of thst war on the 
5th day of August, 1914, Maharaja Sir Bir Mitro- 
days, like a true hero of the Chohan Baoce, offered 
his personal services tothe British Government 
and placed all the resouroes of his State, with no 
equivocation, under the disposalofthe government, 
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With the greatest appreoistion of the gifts of 
the Maharaja, Sir Edward A. Gait mentioned on 
two occasions that he valued the gifte of the 
Mabaraja more than the richer gifts and dona- 
tions of rioher people since he thought that what 
Mabaraja paid was very high in consideration 
of the limited resources of bis State. 

The letter which Sir Edward A. Gait wrote 
to Maharaja on the ve of his retirement is 
reproduced below to show how Sir Edward held 
the Mabearaje in high esteem and how he valued 
his friendship. The letter rons : 


Government House, 
Patvsa, 
the 27th December, 1920. 


My esteemed friend, 

I must write a few lines before leaving Iudia 
t wish you farewell and a long and happy career. 
I have known you for many years snd have al- 
ways regarded you as & sincere friend of myself 
and a loyal supporter of the British Government. 
During the war you did everything in your power 
to help the Government and you set an excellent 
example to your brother Chiefs. Your Maharani 
also cid her best to assist in various Ways. 
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Your services bave been recognised both by 
the grant of a salate and by tbe title of K.O.LE. 
and I should like to take this opportunity of 
tbanking you once more for all thst you bsve 
dope. 

I hope that you will write to me from time 
to time and let me know how you sre getting on. 

Witb sll good wishes, 
I remain, 
Your sincere friend 
Sd. E. A. Gait” 


Wheat Mr. L. E. B. Cobdev-Ramsasy the then 
Political Agent cf the Orissa Feudatories, bas 
said regarding the various gifte of tbe Mahsreje 
is quoted below. Tbe following letter of Mr. 
Cobden-Ramsay was written to tbe Maberajs 
when the title of Maharaja was made beriditary 
in the Soppur family : 

4 Office of the Political Agent, 
Camp Bangripoei, 
the 20th January, 1 


My dear Mabharajs, 
I must apologise for not baving written 
you before to congratulate you on the distinction 
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of Hereditary Maharaja which was bestowed 
upon you at the New Year's honours. I had 
however the greater pleasure of personally offer- 
ing you my congratulations bnt I feel I would 
also like to write to you and say how glad I am 
that this high honour has been bestowed on you. 
I am well aware that the reason yon attach such 
value to the title now given you, is that it is a 
permanent honour whichedescends to your son 
and heirs and adds to the continued prestige and 
honour of the Sonpur State and you fee! tbat is 
far more than any personal honour to yourself. 
You have, I need hardly say, deserved the 
honour and title that bas now come to ‘you. 
Your loyal, patriotic and untiring efforts to do 
all in your power to assist in the successful 
prosecution of the war, acted as a great incentive 
for others to follow and i itate. I need not 
recount the various aud munificent subscriptions 
made by yourself and your Maharani Ssheba to 
war objecte and investments in war loan, for 
they are too well-known to require reference by 
me. The great assistance you rendered in the 
supply of rice to the riverine States at oheap rates 
during the famine of 1919 was of untold value 
and assistance to the States affected, and very 
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lar ly relieved and helped vs in the grave 
situation we had to meet. Since then you have 
in the same way helped the flood-affected areas in 
Puri. Your bigh patriotieam and public spirit 
have received recognition in the'title of Hereditary 
Maharajs and I take this opportunity of offering 
you my sincerest congratulations. 


4 Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) L. E. B. Cobden-Ramsey.” 


Some lines of the letter bave been italicised 
to sbow that not to help the Government alone, 
nor to seoure the happiness and prosperity of 
the subjects of his State alone, that the cbarities 
of the Mabaraja and his Mahbsrani have been 
directed. The well-being of tbe people of Orissa 
ijn genera] lave been s matter of anrious oConsi- 
deration with the Buling Family of Sonpur. 
The munificent donation of Maharani Lady 
Parvati Devi, who has recently been decorsted 
for her charities with the distinction of Kaiser-i- 
Hind Gold Meda), has been the first of its nd 
in Orissa ; the creation of a chair by her ip her 
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name in the Post-Graduate Department of the 
Ravensbaw College at Cuttack had the effect of 
apeedy opening of post-graduate classes in the 
Ravensbaw College. 

Jt will be seen in the brief list of charities 
appended below bow the present Ruler of Son- 
pur has been helping the people of his State in 
various ways. It should be mentioned here that 
Maharaja, without confifing himself to his own 
province, has meade liberal donations elsewhere 
to further those noble objects for which he 
has a genuine love. His love for bis mother- 
tongue induced him to make liberal grants 
towards the printing of the “Typical Selections 
from Oriya Literature” published by the Caloutta 
University. With a liberal donstion he bas 
founded a chair in the Post-Graduate Department 
of the Caloatts University for teaching Oriya 
.as.the principal subject in the M. A. Er- 
amination. He has donated a good amouuat to 
the Ayurvedic Institotion recently established 
at Delhi. 

By actively co-operating with the Researoh 
Society of Bihar snd Orissa fonnded by Sir 
Edward A. Gait, the late illustrious governor 
of the Province, the hero of this ohapter won 
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the admiration of the foonder, and this is why 
he has beén made a vice-patron of the Research 
Society. It may be mentioned in this connec- 
tion that the Maharaja has presented to tbe 
Museum at Patna e beautiful marble bust of 
Sir Edward A. Gait. At the unveiling of this 
bust in the Museum, Hon. Sir Henry Wheeler, 
the present Governor of Bilbar and Orissa, 
spoke of Mabarejs and his Maharani in very 
high terms of praise. 

Before summarizing some notable oharities 
hereunder, it may be mentioned generally that 
by donating 10 lakhs of rupees from his private 
fonds Mahbarsjs bas oreated some permanent 
funds from the interest of whiob, not oaly all 
the iostitutions established by him will be per- 
manently supported, but the solvency of the 
whole State will be perfectly secured against all 
contingencies. 

To enumerate the beneficial measures of the 
Mahbarajs, the item which should be first men- 
tioned is the Bir Pratsp Sing Deo Irrigation 
Fund created with sas capital of 2 lakbs of 
rupees. The name which this fond bears is the 
name of Mabarsje’s infent grandson Tiksait Leal 
Saheb. The happy memory of the birth of his 
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grandson has been perpetuated by it. The 
agriculturists have been given the privilege of 
taking money from this fund to excavate tanks, 
eto., snd to irrigate the onltivated fields. 

The next fund is the Famine-Belief Fund, the 
objeot of whioh is distinct and clear from tle 
name itself. 

Having spoken already of tle beneficial 
institution of orphanagé, the measures relating 
to education may be breifly noticed here. A 
large number of free primary schools has been 
established all over the State and education of 
girls has not been unprovided for. Besides 
many middle schools, a first-class High School is 
being maintained with an efficient ataff. 

For the maintenance of this High School & 
permanent endowment has been made of the 
amount of 1 lakh and 62 thousands. To educate 
his sobjects and to get fully qualified officers for 
the State in the State itself, the Mahareja is 
spending a large amount of money every year. 
For the college education of the deserving boys 
of the State 6 large number of scholarships has 
been provided for. A good Sanskrit school is 
maintained for general Sanskritio edocation and 
institutions to tesch Hindu Astronomy, Hindu 
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religions books and the Hindu system of 
medicine have been established in the Sonpur 
Town. Pages might be filled with the enumera- 
tion of the various permanent charities of the 
Maharaja and his Mabarani. 

Two oharitable dispensaries equipped with first- 
class appliances and apparatus are maintained 
at the towns of Sonpur and Binks. These two 
dispensaries have not Been much in need of 
special grant as the municipalities of the towns 
of Sonpur and Binkea are ricoh enough to main- 
taip them. The pnewly-opened ocbaritable dis- 
pensery at the newly-created sub-divisional 
town Birmasharajpur having been in want of 
peounisry support, Maharaja has created a fond 
for the upkeep of the dispensary by dopating a 
large amount of money. 

Both the Maharaja and the Mabarani have 
been ‘great supporters of the “Maternity and 
Child Welfare League,” and for liberal donations 
to the funds of the organization the Maharaja 
has been made a Vice-President of it. Of the 
nobility of the province of Bihar and Oriesa the 
Maharaja of Sonpur alone enjoys the honour. 

Provisions have been made in some Trust 
Funds that from the proceeds thereof various 
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industries in the State may be eupported. The 
people of the State pursue various useful indus- 
tries, but only one skill jindaostry which hes 
won a good reputation in the Wembley Exbi- 
bition of 1924 is mentioned here, namely, the 
industry of weaving high-class silk olotb. OF 
this class of goods there has been a heavy de- 
mand by the people of Europe. Notbiog but 
faots as may be veriCed by any man at any 
moment bave been mentioned all throughout 
this chapter. 

For his devotion to religion and for his 
liberal support to ancient institutions of learning 
the Mabaraja has won two titles from two re- 
speotable societies. The Muktimandap Sabha 
attached to the Jagannsth Temple at Pori has 
decorated him with the title of Dharmaunidhi, 
and the Bapgiya Sanskrita Mabamanda) has 
honoured him with the title Joanagonakar. 
These titles declare how outside his own 
province Maharsja has been known to and 
respected by the learned people. 

The story which will be a continued one, 
cannot be said to be concluded with the con- 
oluding lines of this obapter. The writer closes 
the nerrative with the prayer that Maharaja Sir 
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Bir Mitrodaya who has won the love and ad- 
miration of his friends and his sobjecte and has 
been s trusted friend of the British Clovernment 
may live long in good health to rule his belov- 
ed people and that his descendants as noble 
worthy representatives of the Ohohapn family 
msy rule the State of Sonpur with ever-increas- 
ing prosperity for ever and ever. 
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